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PROCEEDI NGS

MODERATOR LARRY CASH. Ckay, good
eveni ng everyone. W will start the hearing now. M
nane is Larry Cash, | amrepresenting the Project
Managenent Section and I'mfilling in for N G
Rear don, who is the MassDOT Project Manager for the
proposed traffic signal installation on Edgell Road at
Central Street being presented this evening.
I work in the Roadway Project Managenent Section at
MassDOT Boston OFfice. Once the hearing is over, the
attendance wil|l becone part of the public record, so
if you would like your attendance at this hearing to
be part of the public record, please sign the sign-in
sheet, and that’s over in the far right along with the
handout .

The nenbers of the staff this evening
are Steve R sotti, to ny left from MassDOT District 3
O fice; Robin Gando fromthe Ri ght-of-Wy Bureau of
MassDOT. The Gty s design consultant VHB — we have
Tracy Lenhart, Erin Thonpson and Josh Cone-Reddy. CQur
transcriptionist this evening is Ann Carrington from

Arlington Typing and Mailing who will be making a
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verbatimtranscript.

The notice of this hearing appeared in
the Metrowest Daily News on Novenber 21, 2019 and
Novenber 28, 2019; and the Fram ngham Tab on Novenber
22 and Novenber 29. A copy of the notice is in the
handout and will be attached in the final hearing
transcript.

Page 4 of the handout gives the purpose
and expl anation of the hearing, which gives us an
opportunity to make a formal presentation of the
proposed project and at the sane tinme allows us to
record your conments regarding this project.

The estimated total project val ue at
this tine is $2.2 mllion. Federal aid funding at 80
percent and MassDOT funding 20 percent. This project
nmust be progranmed on the Statew de Transportation
| nprovenent Programin the appropriate Federal fisca
year for MassDOT to solicit bids for construction
The total estimated cost of the project does not
i ncl ude any right-of-way acquisition costs; the design
is expected to be conpleted in the summer of 2021.

Construction is expected to be conpleted within 18
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nont hs of that notice to proceed.

First, I would Iike to ask Robin G ando
to explain the right-of-way procedure. Please hold
your comments until the hearing is open to the public.

ROBI N G ANDO. Good eveni ng everyone.
When t he Conmonweal th, acting through the
Massachusetts Departnent of Transportation H ghway
Division indicated it would accept this $2.2 mllion
project for funding, your municipality accepted
certain responsibilities. One of those
responsibilities is acquiring all of the necessary
rights in private and public | ands for the design,
construction, and engineering of this project. M
function is to review and reconmend procedures that
your city will use in acquiring these rights.

The procedures nust conply with both
State and Federal regulations. The current design plan
indicates that there are no fee acquisitions and nine
per manent easenments and 14 tenporary easenents are
required. Property owners inpacted by this project
will be contacted by your municipal officials. They

will present the proposed inpacts to each owner and
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di scuss the nethods with which they may acquire the
needed | ands for the project. Frequently
municipalities will appeal for donations to mnimze
the acquisition cost to the community; however
donations are not required and property owners are
entitled to appraisal, review appraisal, and just
conpensation for these easenents. Right-of-way
docunents will be provided to each owner to hel p them
under stand the acqui sition process and how t he project
affects their property. Affected property owners’
rights are protected under our Massachusetts General
Laws, primarily Chapter 79. And because this project
is receiving Federal funds, the property owner’s
rights are further defined under Title 3 of the Real
Property Acts of 1970, as anended.

I will be happy to answer any genera
guestions regarding the right-of-way activities during
the open forum and I will be available after this
public hearing for any specific questions you may
have. Thank you.

MODERATOR LARRY CASH Thank you Robin. .

Now I would like to have Josh from VHB to explain the
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city’s project for you in detail. Please hold your
guestions and conments until the hearing is open to
t he publi c.

JOSH , REDDY: Thank you, Larry. | don't
i ke using m crophones but I'Il do ny best with it.
So as nentioned, the project team this is a Cty of
Fram ngham project. They have hired us, VHB as their
design consultant. It is going to be MassDOT
constructed, so it’s going to the TIP program as
mentioned and that includes Federal Hi ghway Funds.
Just briefly what we’'re going to tal k about today —
we're doing to go over what’s out there today at the
intersection of Edgell Street and Central Street; then
we're going to go over the alternatives that we' ve
wor ked though with MassDOT and the Gty to get to the
current 25 percent design; we're going to talk about
our 25 percent design and go through the pedestrian
and bi cycl e enhancenents that will be include din the
intersection; talk about the traffic nanagenent t hat
wi Il occur during construction; go through what the
next steps for the project are; go through the

environnental permtting; and then we’'ll open up to
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you guys for questions and coments at the end.

So the project limts. Like |l said
this is at the intersection of Edgell Road and Centra
Street. Edgell Road and Central Street are urban
arterials in Fram ngham — they’'re both in the Cty of
Fram ngham right -of -way. Edgell Road runs north to
south starting at Route 20, Boston Post Road, in the
north, to Route 9 and Route 30 in the south. It’'s a
maj or north-south connector in Fram ngham Central
Street runs east to west from Edgell Road to Concord
Street.

Wiy do we need this project? Wat’s
out there today that nmakes the City of Fram ngham want
to do a project here? So right now the existing
conditions make it extrenely difficult for left turns
to occur both off Central Street and from Edgel |l Road
goi ng sout hbound onto Central Street. As you can see
in the picture here, there’s | ong queues for those
left turns on both locations. There's also a |ot of
gueues al ong Edgell Road itself. | would just like to
mention at this point, this project is not intended to

solve all of the capacity issues along the entire
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corridor of Edgell road; we’'re specifically |ooking at
this isolated intersection of Edgell Road and Central
Street. There’s also sone existing poor site
conditions. When you' re traveling sout hbound on
Edgel | Road, there’s a bunch of trees and sonme walls
that preclude the drivers from seeing around the
corner, which can create a dangerous situation for
them not being able to stop in tine.

So having all this, what are the goals
of this project? W want to inprove the safety for
all users of the intersection, but | should also
mention too with the existing conditions there's
currently no bicycle facilities in this intersection
and there’s currently very little pedestrian
accommodations at the intersection. We're going to try
to inprove the safety for all users, inprove
everybody’s nmobility through the intersection, inprove
the site distance for the southbound vehicles; and
we're also going to try and reduce speeds through the
intersection. R ght now the Edgell Road nort hbound,
the right turn onto Central Street, it’'s a very w de-

open turn, cars can fly through that intersection
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barely having to sl ow down. Wen we took our traffic
data, we found that cars leaving the intersection were
still traveling about 37 mles per hour on average,

whi ch basically nmeans they' re not slow ng down at al
to take that turn onto Central Street. This creates a
dangerous situation for bikers; it creates a dangerous
situation for pedestrians who are trying to get

t hrough the intersection; and al so produces a
dangerous situation for vehicles thensel ves.

So what are the alternatives that we
went through? MassDOT for all their projects requires
us to |l ook at a roundabout, so we did. W |ooked at a
singl e-1and roundabout at this intersection and found
that although it would fit within the footprint of the
intersection, there are just too nmany vehicl es goi ng
through this intersection to make it practical for
capacity reasons.

The other alternative we | ooked at was
a signalized intersection. This is our original
concept and included a right and left turn off of
Central Street, a right-turn |lane off of Edgell going

nort hbound, and a left-turn | ane from Edgel |l going
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sout hbound. Right now there’s only one lane in both
north and sout hbound for Edgell, which neans that cars
trying to take that left turn on Central Street can
bl ock other vehicles just trying to go southbound to
get to Route 9, which can create | onger queues than
are necessary at the intersection. So we ran with the
signalized intersection because of the capacity issues
at the single-lane roundabout, and | shoul d have
mentioned that we al so | ooked at a doubl e-1ane
roundabout as well, but double |anes neans tw ce the
si ze of the roundabout and there would be too many
right-of-way takings. Edgell Road is a scenic Road in
the Gty of Fram ngham which neans we really try to
take down as few trees as possible. There's also a
nice historic stonewall lining the western side of the
street, and there’ s conservation |and on the eastern
side of Edgell Road that we are trying to avoid as
much taking as possible, which precluded the doubl e-
| ane roundabout bei ng sol d.

So as we progressed on the 25 percent
design, you can see it up on the screen now, we kept

in the left-turn |lane for Edgell southbound; we kept
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in the right-turn | ane for Edgell northbound; and
instead of having the two turning |anes off of Centra
Street together, we actually ended up having to create
a slip lane for the right-turn | ane goi ng northbound
on Edgell. That’'s primarily for truck turns — it’s a
tight intersection and to get trucks around it, it
just ends up neeting that splitter island.

As you can al so see on the design,
we’'re providing crossings on both Edgell Road and
Central Street, which do not exist today, for
pedestrians. And we're including five-foot bike |anes
on either side of the road. So those crossings, and
this is just a colorized design — kind of what you’l
be seeing out there. W’re greatly reducing the width
of the Central Street opening. So all that kind of
green space you see down in this left corner, it’s
actually pavenent we're getting rid of as part of this
pr oj ect .

So the pedestrian and bicycle
enhancenents. The picture on the screen, you can see
t he decorative crosswal ks that we’' |l be using — you

see them throughout the City of Fram ngham | believe
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this is Concord Street in the picture. So those are
the type of crosswal ks that we will be using. And
this is just a picture of Edgell Road corridor, so

ri ght now Edgell Road is 11-foot Il anes in both
directions, and then five-foot bike lanes. So really
just changing this intersection to nold into what’s
al ready out there on the rest of Edgell Road.

So howw Il traffic be affected during
construction? Pedestrian, bicycle and notor vehicle
access wWill be maintained at all times during
construction with a m ni num of one |lane in each
direction. R ght now we’re not anticipating any
roadway cl osures and detours, but if the do come they
will be extrenely short and limted in duration, and
as this is a residential neighborhood we're not
expecting and not allow ng night work as part of this
pr oj ect .

So through the environnental permtting
process, we go through the historic clearance, the
Section 106. W go through the NEPA and MEPA process,
which is the Massachusetts Environmental Protection

Act and the National Environnental Protection act, and
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then we’ll be filing those intents with the Fram ngham
Conservation Conmm ssion which is just going through
the environnental inpacts that will be created during
this project, which are limted to none, basically.

So next steps, what happens after this
neeting, we're here tonight to get questions and
opi nions fromyou guys. Then we will progress to the
next design stages. Then we will begin our right-of-
way acqui sitions and appraisals, and those will be
need to be conpleted by fall of 2021. The bid phase
will go through the wnter of 2021 to 2022, and then
as was previously nentioned the construction wll
start in the sumer of 2022. So this is just our
proj ect schedule nmoving forward. W' re on the 5'" of
Decenber; our 75 percent design will go through the
sumer of 2020. CQur 100 percent design will be the
spring of 2021, advertising wi nter of 2022, and
construction in the sumer of 2022.

W do like to hear fromthe public, we
are doing this for you guys. W’re here to nake this
a better intersection for all users, so if you do have

comments, on your nmail-in sheet you can mail those
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into MassDOT at the MassDOT ermmi| address. But | will
say if you do, please refer to the project flle nunber
and the project nane that’s on your sign-in sheets, so
I know whi ch project you re talking about. Wth that,
"1l hand it back to Larry.

MODERATOR LARRY CASH.  Thank you
Josh. The hearing procedure — we ask that anyone who
wi shes to have his or her comments entered into the
of ficial hearing transcript, please stand up, identify
yoursel f by nanme and affiliation, whether you re an
abutter, a local official or a concerned citizen and
spell your last nane if necessary., This is just so
that we can have a verbatimtranscript as required by
law. Also, as | said before, the |ast sheet of the
handout is a mail-in sheet. You may | eave this sheet
with me tonight, or you may nmail it to the MassDOT
wi thin ten business days. Lastly, it is norma
procedure to ask any elected officials to offer their
comments first. Are there any Federal, State or |oca
el ected officials that would like to speak first at
this tine? Ckay, so at this tinme the hearing is now

open to the public and we wel come your questions and
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coment s.

W LLI AM HANSON ,: Good eveni ng, ny
nane is WIIliamHanson, HA-NS-ON |I'’mthe forner
Chai rman of the Fram ngham Bi cycl e and Pedestri an
Advi sory conmttee. First of all 1'd Iike to wel cone
you all to Fram ngham ...Once again, good evening and
wel come to Framingham In particular I'd like to
wel come you to our new dedicated Village Hall. I’m
sure you' |l agree it’s quite an amazing project that
came to light over many years. A couple of detai
items. | couldn’t discern fromthe plans if there's
any stormdrains involved — will they be bicycle safe,
nmeani ng that the grates are not parallel to the
roadway. | assune there’'s going to be tactile mats ad
t he wheel chair ranps. According to the Massachusetts
Comm ssion for the Blind, their |ongstanding
preference is for a yellow tactile, because people
wi th sone visual inpairnent can see themslightly
better than the browni sh orange ones that are used.
And | know MassDOt hi ghways and MBTA they use the
yell ow; so just for consistency that should probably

be a consideration. Also, are the pedestrian signals
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going to have audio tape ability? ...They will, okay,
so just to make sure that — it’s probably going to be
the Gty s responsibility to properly adjust the

vol une | evel on those; it’s been a problemin the
past .

As a bicyclist, | frequently bike
through this intersection, and I'mthrilled to see the
plans for the bicycle lanes. | think it will make a
delineation a ot better. oviously they' re not going
to stop sonebody fromrunning over a bicyclist, but it
adds a high degree of legitimcy to the bicycle
traveler. | know nmy self and other bicyclists, we
frequently get obscene shouts from notorists passing
by — get off the road and a | ot worse than that.

Another minor itemthat’s cropped up in
the past is during construction |I would hope that you
will try to keep the sidewal ks open to the extent
possible, and in particular, pay attention that the
contractors and subcontractors don’t avail thenselves
of the sidewal ks for vehicle parking, staging of
materials, and tenporary signage. | know MassDOT

typically has an engineer on site for this type of
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project, so that’s sonmething to keep an eye out for.

Before the neeting started, | spoke to
M. Sedewitz from Fram ngham DPW and hopefully the
City and the State can coordinate a total repaving of
Central Street. Perhaps even extend the bike | anes
all the way to Saxonville. The current pavenent
surface is pretty dismal for a bicyclist, although M.
Sedewitz said they recently have done sone energency
repair work. | haven’t been up there since then.

So | think the major points — it’s just
i ncredi bl e that MassDOT has cone around. Years ago,
t here woul dn’t have been any bi ke | anes or such
accommodati ons for pedestrians and wheel chairs. So
finally, I'd just like to wish you the best for the
hol i day season and | hope you have a very successful
outcone to this challenging project. Thank you.

JERRY BLOWVFI ELD: Good evening, Jerry
Bl oonfi el d, Fram nghamresident, Edgell Road. | was
interested in several things. 1In the brief period of
time that you were discussing it, you indicated the
construction would start in 2022; what would be the

durati on of construction.
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MODERATOR LARRY CASH 18 nont hs.

JERRY BLOWI ELD: 18 nonths, okay. The
other thing is, and | just wanted to say it, and
hopefully you won’'t take this the wong way, there
really hasn’t been a |ot of coordination with a | ot of
Fram nghamis traffic problens that interact with Route
9 to ease our problens. It was stated at the
begi nning of the opening that this work at Central and
Edgell is not intended to deal with traffic situations
in and around the area other than what you' Il be
working on. So | needed to be able to find out what
degree of inprovenent would this project — before that
I want to know what the cost was. And what the
i nprovenent would be in the traffic flowthrough at
that intersection. Wien you say it doesn’t inpact or
have solutions for other problemareas, it’s an
i mmedi ate problemarea right down at Route 9 and
Edgel |l and Main Street in and around the State
University and all the retail and business
establishnents on Route 9. So ny thought was if we're
going to spend a | ot of noney and nake this

i nprovenent, would we have done it in a silo wthout
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addressing, or who is going to be addressing the other
problens that are just as bad, if not worse? You say
that turning into Central Street off of Edgell, based
on your data are going 40 mles an hour — that’s
happeni ng everywhere. And it basically driving that
way because they' re stuck in traffic everywhere and
they’'re trying to get out and back out to where they
need to go in order to get hone or to work. So that’s
a concern

And directly up the street is a mgjor
project that’s going to be take on at about the sane
timefrane. And it’s this one at Ednmunds, Edgell and
Water, and it has simlar issues and simlar problens.
If you create a light at this intersection, then you
need to know, and hopefully your traffic data shows,
that at some points in tinme the traffic is backed up
from Edgell to Route 9, a good half mle back up
towards Bel knap Street and in all other areas. |If you
go up central it’s backed up way beyond the School for
t he Deaf and beyond. So |I’m not sure how much of an
i nprovenent. So |’ m hoping you can state what the

i nprovenent woul d be, what the cost would be, and

Arlington Reporting Conpany
(339)674-9100



23

maybe sonebody el se here can tal k about what we’'re
doi ng about other immedi ate area intersections so we
sol ve sonet hing other than a spot sol ving, we need an
area solving. Thank you.

JOSH CONE- REDDY: | can address the
cost part. W have $2.2 nmillion allocated right now
t hrough the TIP programfor this — our anticipated
cost. As far as Ednunds and Water that you nentioned,
we are actually the Gty s design consultant on that
one as well. Does soneone from MassDOT or the City of
Fram ngham want to tal k about the Route 9?7 | can
touch on it if you want me to. So basically they're
all aware of the issue. W had a call about it the
other day. Both parties are aware that there is an
issue at multiple Route 9 locations that put traffic
onto city streets. They are both aware noving forward
that is sonmething that both parties, the State and the
Cty, have to work on together. Like |I said, we can't
fix this with just this one project. And as far as
the traffic queue inprovenents, Erin, do you want to
touch on the traffic situation?

ERIN THOMPSON: So the traffic on
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Edgel | Road is not going to see nmuch of an inprovenent
because of the downstreamissues on Route 9, but
Central Street’s traffic should see a significant

i nprovenent in the queues, because they'll|l actually
get allocated green tine to get off of Central Street.
| don’t have the nunbers in front of me, but the

del ays today should drastically cone down.

SUE BERNSTEIN: Thank you. M name is
Sue Bernstein. |1’massuning that you are aware that
area is one of our historic districts and I’ ma nenber
of the Historic District Commission. So | have a
nunber of questions.

Does the Historic District Conmm ssion
get to have any specific input into the project, since
it is one of our historic districts? Do you want to
answer the questions one at a tine?

TRACY LENHART: Sure. So yes, MassDOT
will reach out to the local Historic Conm ssion to
clear the Section 106 with them So they' |l work with
you. |I'mnot sure exactly how nmuch direct inpact you
will have, if you get to nake deci sions on certain

design elements, but that’s sonething we can work out
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with MassDOT.

SUE BERNSTEIN: Thank you. Since it is
a historic district, I would like to suggest and hope
that you will do decorative poles and nast arns as
part of the project in keeping with the context of the
District. There was sone discussion in your handout
about the island there that we have now that is
usually planted and has flowers and it adds to the
anbi ance of the area. And it’s not really clear how
you're going to be handling the island, but I would
hope that it still will remain and still have the
wal kway through it, either on the end or through the
m ddl e, but leaving still enough area for there to
continue to be planting there.

I wonder how having the light there is
going to inpact Vernon Street and how it merges into
Edgel | Road because the traffic light is going to back
up and then how will Vernon Street be figured in to
the back up of the traffic. Thank you.

ERIN THOWSON: |’m going to touch on
your | andscapi ng question. W’re only at the

prelimnary design right now, we haven't actually
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figured out the final details for |andscaping. W do
expect that new area that pavenent is going to be
renoved is going to be a planted area. W know
there’s an actual historic nonunent al so on one of the
islands. So we’ Il work with you about finding a better
| ocation for that and find out where you d like to
have it and place a planting area around that. |
think the idea is not to have it in the island so you
don’t have to worry about running across the street to
get into the island, but maybe tucked into that new
area that’s created.

As far as interaction with Vernon
Street, the traffic signal right nowin the northbound
direction is not expected to reach back to Vernon
Street, so that queue will not be bl ocking. The
sout hbound direction, | don't see nuch of a change
today except it actually may be inproved because the
signal upstreamw || create gaps, so there will be a
gap in the traffic comng at you so you can turn |eft
onto Vernon Street.

SUE BERNSTEI N: ..decorative pol es.

ERIN THOWSON. That is sonething we
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Can work with the City on

JOEL WNETT: Thank you for having us
here. 1'mJoel Wnett, WH-N-E-T-T, a resident in the
area who travels through the intersection often. The
i ntersection has sone good points right now that could
be i nproved, and obviously you know that there are
some problens that this traffic light is supposed to
be addressing. |’mconcerned that the current good
portions of this intersections, good design is going
to be reduced and not continued. |I'mreferring to the
west bound traffic on Edgell Road approaching the
restaurant on Central Street approaching Edgell Road.
There is currently a right turn on from Central Street
onto Edgell, and the Edgell Road roadway is extra w de
in that area, allowing for the traffic to come from
Central Street onto Edgell Road heading north. It
appears that the reconfiguration is going to reduce
that, so that’s one concern that affecting the design

The other thing is | read about one

| ane traffic — what is really needed is two-1| ane
traffic going west on Central Street and of course,

goi ng east on Central Street one lane. But there is
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currently two-lane traffic on Central Street at a
portion of that area, and there is a need to extend
that two-lane back to the bridge. | noticed in the
di agramthat the diagramof the area is included al
the way up to the bridge, so | would Iike to see that
the roadway up to the bridge or beginning at the
bri dge and headi ng towards Edgell Road woul d be
wi dened. There was sone work done in that area
recently, road work, but it did not go into the | and
adjacent to the road. | don’t knowif this is
conservation land or who owns it, but the point is
there is a big need to be able to cone down Central
Street, turn right on Edgell Road. And when the
traffic i s stopped, because the traffic now or future
traffic lights, it would be nice or nore than nice, if
traffic there wants to go right on Edgell Road can go
t hrough and have as many car |engths as possible. It
| ooks to ne |ike the design is going to have a
negative inpact on the current positive view in that
traffic. Does anybody want to comrent on that now?
JOSH CONE- REDDY: So as far as the

right turn, we are keeping that right turn open. |
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don’t know the exact width, but it is w de enough for
cars to make their way through there. W are al so
actually shifting the center line on Central Street
itself further south, so we are providing nore wdth
on the westbound | anes there. W don’t have enough
width to technically stripe it as two | anes, but it
will be wi de enough where for the nost part if there
is a truck there or sonething cars that want to take
that right turn should be able to get past the queue
of the cars waiting to take that left turn

JOEL WNETT: Is there a right turn on
red planned at that point? And also the existing, 1’11
call it the second | ane could be extended back to the
bridge as long as you're doing this work. 1’'d hate to
see the work done and then say, oh, we didn't have the
noney or we didn’t have it in the plans to extend the
wi dth of the road back further east. So that’'s ny
concern as | watch you do the devel opnent.

ERIN THOWSON:. Currently as the design
stands there is a right turn on red that’'s going to be
all oned on that approach. W're trying to bal ance the

protection of the pedestrians that nay be crossing, so
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it may be changing slightly during design that you
won’'t be able to turn right on red if the pedestrian
is active, but right now we are planning on keepi ng
right turns on red.

As far as extending back to the bridge,
| think it’s a right-of-way issue, but...

TRACY LENHART: There is, but the
bridge is the pinchpoint — we have to back to the
wi dth of the roadway at the bridge. On either side of
Central Street at this location is conservation |and
on both sides, so it’'s very difficult for us to do any
wi deni ng.

JOEL WNETT: Difficult doesn’t say
i npossi bl e when there’s a need and a safety issue and
atraffic flowissue. You mght have to go through
conservation or whatever is necessary, but | would
encourage you to consider that as an option and not
just say oh, that’s conservation, we can't touch it.
Traffic flow here is inportant and I would like to
time the traffic that goes through now and tine it
afterwards and see if there’ s any inprovenent. One

comment, when anybody is speaking, it’s helpful to
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poi nt the m crophone to your lips and not to the sky.

MARI A ROBI NSON: State Representative
Mari a Robi nson on behalf of two constituents who have
reached out to me who weren’t able to nmake the neeting
this evening. They both expressed very serious
concerns about putting a light in here, but in
particular what the inpact to traffic patterns woul d
be at Vernon Street, recognizing that there' s already
a very lengthy backup of traffic on Vernon Street
trying to turn left onto Edgell for the nost part;
al though there are sone turning right as well. And if
there would be any sort of traffic signal inprovenents
at that intersection of Edgell and Vernon as part of
this particular project. That's really nore of a Gty
guesti on.

And then my question is recognizing
that this is going to happen 2022, right, that wll
fall directly inline with both the I-90 Al ston
project as well as the 1-94, 1-95 project, all of
which are slated to happen in 2022. Are there any
ot her projects that we should know about that are

going to inpact the City of Fram nghamin 2022 before
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we all just have to bury ourselves in a hole and never
| eave our houses again? That's it.

TRACY LENHART: | don’t know, Bill, if
you want to answer the question about any ot her
projects within the Gty.

W LLI AM SEDEW TZ: Can you stay there
where the canera gets you because | can’t be there and
here at the sane tine.

MODERATOR LARRY CASH: Does this work?

WLLIAM SEDEW TZ: Bill Sedewitz, Chief
Engi neer for the City. | think the question was nore
about the State-level projects as you nentioned a
couple of locations. There are always Cty-w de
projects, we think very carefully as to where we can
be and how they inpact other projects. |I'msure we'll
be working in other |ocations in 2022, but we want to
nmove this project forward. This is funded from non-
Cty funds; we’ve worked a long tine to get it to this
point; we think it’s inportant to nove this project
forward. | don’t see traffic inpacts between this and
Al'l ston or the 495 project being significant

interrelations so we'll continue to nove forward.
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There will be a |l ot of discussion before 2022-2023 for
this project about — there will be many construction
projects before that period of tine, but we think we
can manage this working closely with the State to
facilitate this and other work in the City. So thank
you.

NI CK PAGANELLA: Hi, N ck Paganell a,
|”ve been living in Fram ngham for 40 years. And that
i ntersection was tough then and each decade it gets
worse. But that's the way it is — there’s too nmany
aut onobil es for the size of the roads that we have.
Tonight at 5:26 PMI| was nine cars back — it took ne
3-1/2 minutes to get onto Central Street over here to
Edgel | Road turning left. Today at 8:21 AMI| was
twel ve cars back, it took nme five mnutes. On Tuesday
ten days ago it was 4:33 PM - | was nine cars back,
took ne five mnutes. Now, 3-1/2 or five m nutes
really in a sense doesn’t really anmount to an awf ul
ot unless you're sitting there trying to get out of
there. And | want to say three words to those three
and five-mnute deals — you have to be, aggressive

driving is essential — aggressive driving is
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good accidents there, fender benders this and that.
And then you re three hours later before you get to
work. My wife never uses this intersection. M wfe
never uses this intersection — now | want to say that
you have a daunting task, | understand that, and |’'m
glad that I don't have the responsibilities to turn
around and get this to fruition. But | would like to
say this also, that 1’m keeping ny fingers crossed,
because at |least we're talking about it. At 2021 when
| see it done correctly as the previous speaker said,
that right turn and all, I'Il be happy. Btu | have ny
doubts too. Wth funding, with this and that, you know
how t hings go. But thank you all very much for
bringing it to somewhat of attention and we’ll go from

there. Thank you very much for allowing ne to be on

caner a.
(Laught er)
JOE CONNCLLY: Joe Connolly, an abutter
to the property. | have a couple of questions. One

was on the textured mats — that was brought up

earlier. Textured nmats work in a commerci al area, but
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in a residential area where the neighbors have to
listen to that as cars after cars go over it, | would
hope that sonebody takes that into consideration
before those are used.

JOSH CONE- REDDY: Are you tal ki ng about
t he crosswal k?

JOE CONNCLLY: Yes, we had those when
they nade the inprovenents last tinme they put themin
for a short period of time and took them back out,
because it’s not fun at night. Cars don't stop going
down Edgel | Road.

You put in your project purpose a
couple of things — you put in there that it was a
safety concern, and | know |’ ve already asked this,
but | wanted to say it for the group, do you have the
data to back up the accidents to put in a traffic
light at that intersection because generally it takes
atraffic light; and what would the project |ook Iike
addi ng the lanes and pulling that corner in from
Edgel | northbound onto Central Street having the right
turn only without a traffic light. Could the project

be done that way. As we heard, it’s only three to
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like we’re going to back up Edgell Road in order to
relieve Central Street congestion and create nore
congestion on Edgell Road by doing that.

JOSH CONE- REDDY: As far as the
texturized crosswal ks, that’s sonething we can work
with the Gty of Fram nghamon in the future. And
Erin do you want to touch on the rest of it?

ERIN THOWSON:. Hopefully | foll owed
all your questions. Yes, so Edgell will see a slight
inmpact fromthis traffic signal, because we are
stopping traffic to let Central Street out. Three to
five mnutes in the traffic engineering world is a
| evel of service at F, kind of |ike your report cards,
where F is that. Qur projections for the future is
that Central Street is going to operate nore at a
| evel of service D, which is closer to about 45
seconds. Again, it doesn't seemlike a lot, 45
seconds versus three mnutes, but when you're sitting
intraffic that is a |l engthy amount of tine. Ws
t here anot her question? Ch, the crashes. So there

are several things that can warrant the installation
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of a traffic signal, crashes being one of them This
i ntersection does neet that warrant, but it also neets
every vol unme-based warrant. So it’s not like we're
just — so this intersection neets four of them

JOE CONNOLLY: Do you have the data on
t he congestion backup that’s going to be added to
Edgel |l for relieving Central ?

ERIN THOWSON:. That one is a little
harder to predict, because we didn't study the Route 9
intersection to see how nuch it was actually
i npacting the corridor now with concrete data.

STEVE DUAI ME: Steve Duane, DU A-I-ME
| ama resident on Edgell Road. Traffic lights are
all fine and good if they're timed right. W have a
probl em now down, what is it, Prospect and Route 9
That light is not timed well to get those cars out of
there, and you see it on the news every night there's
a backup in Fram ngham because of that. So if you
don't time the lights right, it’s going to back it up.
We had construction work during the sunmer here, and |
see Policenmen directing traffic around the

construction site. They had the traffic backed up on
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Edgel | Road all the way back to the University. This
is uncalled for. These are cops who shoul d see where
the traffic, where the backup is. What’ s nost
important, get the traffic off of Route 9 and through.
If you have to back themup the other way — | totally
bel i eve your situation on Central Street getting the
cars off there, they need to get out of there safely.
Ri ght now, every time they pull out they’' re taking
their life in their hands because of the turn. 1 did
not hear anything about what you re doing to correct
the tree situation. You tal ked about it but you didn’t
say you're cutting the trees dowmn. Wiy can’t we cut
the trees down now before it’s even started. |If it’s
such a hazard, you take care of the situation. It’'s a
sinmple tree cutting.

Edgel | Road gets backed up also all the
way past 90, so | know Central, | drive pas there too,
I cone up and down. Central does get backed up - |
cone down it. It would be nice to have a second
turning | ane so you can turn north on Edgell and safe
hal f of those cars waiting, or even a quarter of the

cars that want to turn right. Get them out of there,
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so only cars waiting are going to be the ones turning

left. Why do you have to have both lanes tied up for

that? Get sone of those cars out of there. | don't
know, | haven't seen much on the progress of this, but
maybe traffic light is not the right answer. | would

like to see nore on the possibilities of other
proposal s, but unless you tinme the traffic lights
properly, will they work? |If you're going to
haphazardly set themup, you re going to back traffic
up in every direction.

JOSH

-REDDY: As far as the sight distance
portion of that, | can probably explain what we’'re
doing to inprove that. So the southbound travel |ane
on Edgell Road is actually being slightly tightened up
and shifted towards the east to provide the sight
di stance around that corner. As far as tree trimmng
now, I’mnot going to comrent on that for the City of
Fram nghami s mai ntenance program it’s a scenic road,
so it’s harder to cut down trees along a scenic road.

So we’'re trying to keep as many of the trees as
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possible. As far as the timng, Erin do you want to
address that?

ERIN THOWSON:. So right now the
proposed traffic signal timngs are based on the data
that we have. | have certainly worked with the City
of Fram ngham on other |ocations to fine tune the
timng after an intersection is constructed. This is a
very smart device that’'s going into this cabinet and
t hat can adj ust based on vehicle demand, so it’s going
to be the best that it can be.

JOE CONNCLLY: Can they be tined to
when it’s nost busy? Central is a problemnostly at
dinnertime. And then change it out that it can just
to the tine of the day? O is it a set schedul e al
the way through? There are heavier tinmes of the day.

ERIN THOWSON: So we took about twelve
hours’ worth of data froml think 7:00 AMto 7: 00 PM
and 1’ ve | ooked at how it peaks differently at
different tinmes of day. So there will be different
timng plans based on the time of day.

JOE CONNCLLY: Sane thing with down at

Prospect and 9 — it goes in different directions the
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time of the day. |If you change your light timng it’s
a different thing, you get that traffic out of there.

ANDREW MACKI N: Hi, ny nane is Andrew

Mackin, | am an abutter and soneone who i s wearing
many hats | guess today. | live in the District as an
abutter, I'"malso on the Historic District Comm ssion,

and | sit in that traffic on Central Street and trying
to go left and seeing ny dinner getting cold on the
tabl e nost evenings. | think |I share a ot of the
pai n that everybody may experience com ng through this
intersection fromtine to tine. One thing, or just a
coupl e of comments and questi ons.

One thing that was nentioned was that
t he average speed going through the intersection was
37 mles per hour. | think the speed limt in the
area is 30 mles per hour, if I"’mnot incorrect. So
it seens like there just m ght be an enforcenent issue
to start with, because there’s a |lot of speed com ng
t hrough, and | think soneone indicated frustration
with just trying to get fromA to B. But | think that
causes sone of the safety issues. | don’t knowif

there is a way through traffic coning or sonme other
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nmeasure to reduce speed or just enforcenent in that
area. | think that is inportant because the speed is
an issue. 1’ve seen nunerous accidents, countless
accidents there, so | think there is a safety concern.
It sounds l|ike the solution from what
you have said does not fix any traffic issues north or
south on Edgell. It really only addresses safety and
hel ps the pedestrian managenent; it hel ps cyclists;
and Central Street. M fear is that it will have a
conmpoundi ng ef fect on Edgell Road and then the next
step will be a light on Edgell and Bel knap and nore
traffic. Wen people are trying to go left, the
signal timng question. People accelerate either
t hrough that intersection to not be stuck waiting at
that |ight, whether they’ re going on Edgell or taking
aleft. So | think for $2.2 mllion and a | ot of
time, it sounds like there is a |arger issue that
needs to be addressed and | think this sounds |ike a
band aid, in my opinion, although | do agree that
sonet hing needs to be done. | think just there needs
to be a holistic approach to Fram ngham and severa

key intersections, both froma traffic, froma safety,
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TRACY LENHART: So the Gty of
Fram ngham has done a corridor study al ong the whole
Edgel | corridor through Route 9 all the way to Edgel
and nore. And there’'s different recomendati ons for
each of the intersections. |It’s a very |arge project
to take on all at once, so the City has sort of broken
it up into smaller projects and are progressing sone
of the ones first before the others. There is
somet hi ng proposed for the whole corridor

ANDREW MACKI N: Would in the ultimte
solution when you address the corridor, would this be
the final design intent or would there need to be
nodi fications nade at this intersection once again in
a future project?

TRACY LENHART: No, this would be the
final solution in this area.

JOSH CONE- REDDY: | just want to touch
on your speed concerns that you brought up as well.
So the 37 mles per hour is pretty nmuch a reflection
of the eastbound traffic on Central Street, and the

geonetry of that turn right nowis so wi de open, they
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don’'t have to slow down to take that turn at all
because they have that slip lane. 1It’s a very large
radius — there’s no reason for themto slow down. So
as part of this intersection we’re taking out that
slip lane and they’'re comng into a nuch tighter turn,
SO you just can’'t take that turn as fast. That's part
of the traffic calmng that we do at all these new
intersections. Back in the day when people were
desi gni ng, you cold see in Fram ngham el sewhere you
can see at the Center for the Deaf the next
intersection past the bridge, again you have those
| arge radiuses. Wat we do when we cone in is we cut
t hose down and nake those smaller, so cars are forced
to turn or slow down before they turn. That is how we
intend to sl ow down traffic through the area.

ANDREW MACKI N:  One follow up just from
a traffic managenent question, the added | ane on
Edgel | going north, which would turn onto the turn
| ane to Central, 1’ve never actually seen traffic
backed up on Edgell going north, and that m ght just
be tinmes of day that | travel through. But does the

traffic study show that there is a need for that, and
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what does that relieve, I’mjust curious.

ERIN THOWSON. So today there isn't a
gueue on Edgel |l northbound because they have the right
of way, they get to go. Wth the signal there will be
some queui ng on northbound and that’s why a right-turn
| ane is needed, to store those cars so it doesn't back
up and cause a probl em

GERALD HARTI NG  Good evening, | am
very appreciative that this intersection is being
addressed, although a couple of questions from ny
side, my nanme is CGerald Harting, HA-RT-1-NNG MW
daughter and son-in-law and fam |y are abutters.
Consequently we travel this road quite a bit. 1 live
in the Nobscot area. The earlier gentleman who |ived
in Fram ngham for 40 years, 40 years ago in 1979, cars
were much bigger but there were far fewer of them and
the latest information | could get, and I don't know
how accurate it is, is that there are 2.3 mllion cars
on the road registered in Massachusetts. And |I’m sure
t hat has considerably increased over the |last three
years. And ny question, | go through this

intersection quite alot. | try to avoid it as much
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as possible, but | have not observed any capacity
studies or any of the things that you normally see
where they put the rubber thing across the road and
you get traffic counts and what have you. And as a
former engineer in the real world, |ike when I was in
the real world, one of the things that you anal yzed
was capacity. This is a bridge really, and a bridge
can handl e so and so many cars per hour and per day.
I just wondered if any anal ysis had been done of the
$2.2 million which is like nothing today. Wat do you
project the lifetinme of the benefit of these
nodi fications that you' Il make to the intersection?
ERIN THOWSON: So we did do a traffic
study, it’s a requirenent of the MassDOT process, soO
it is publicly available. W did take the counts — we
didn't use the rubber tubes, we used caneras these
days, it sinplifies a lot of the post processing. And
there was a | ot of capacity anal ysis done for the
di fferent peaks — the norning commuter peak, the
school peak, and the afternoon comuter peak. 1’ve
| ooked at off-peak. What’s this intersection going to

do at 3: 00 AM when there’s not a lot of traffic off-

Arlington Reporting Conpany
(339)674-9100



47

peak. What’s this intersection going to do at 3:00 AM
when there’s not a lot of traffic. So there has been
a traffic study done. The design projections, right
now we’'re | ooking at ten years out for traffic

vol unmes. The equi pnent has a longer life span for
that and we can’t tal k about the actual

infrastructure. One of the great things about traffic
signals is that they can be retined as maybe traffic
patterns shift.

NI CK PAGANELLA: 1’ ve been asked by a
coupl e of people who wanted a copy of this — there's
cards over there on the table there if anyone wants a
copy. Pick up a card and contact Access Fram ngham i f
anyone wants a copy. 1'd like to also say this — the
concern about backup on Edgell Road, which is a very
good point. But if you have it, the red light is only
say 30 seconds, so you've got a red light for 30
seconds. At least if you re nine cars back, now
you're only four cars back. [It’s that 30 seconds that
allows four cars to get onto Central Street. So it’s
not going to be a three mnute red Iight there, typing

yup the Edgell Road. You ve got 30 seconds; you ve got
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eight cars, nine cars — five cars go, now you're
third, you have to wait for the next |ight and then
you're out of there. Instead of nine cars and you're
doing am| going to be hit by another car? Thank you.

PAUL SALSCARI: Thank you. M nane is
Paul Salscari, SAL-SSCARI. | live on Ednunds
Road. My question is nore on the lights and if you're
going to use nodern technology — for instance, is
Edgel | Road going to stay green — |’ m nore concer ned
about what happens after 11:00 at night and before
5:00 in the norning, because that |ight at Ednunds and
Edgel |l clicks no matter what tine of day it is, it
clicks the same way all the tine. WII there be
sensors on the road so that the light stays green for
Edgell, | would presune is nore inportant, and only
when there’s cars waiting on Central to nake the turn
to make the left-hand turn, which would change the
light. |Is that in the plan?

JOSH CONE- REDDY:  Yes.

PAUL SALSCARI: Ckay. Good, thank you.

JERRY BLOVFI ELD: Thank you agai n.

Jerry Bronfield. |1’mjust curious, we’'ve got to a
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poi nt where we’re basically hel ping the westbound
traffic on Central Street. W all know that’s
necessary. And we can say it’s less than a mnute
time on the red light going south if you re stopped,
or going north if you re stopped at the light. The
primary north-south access is Edgell Road. W Kkind of
know where the people are going. They' re going north
up to Route 20 or beyond, or they’'re going south
towards the center of Fram ngham | believe that the
people on Central Street have been using Central
Street and the build up of traffic is due to the
traffic congestion, the gridlock on Route 9, So
basically we’re hel ping those people get off of Route
9 at the detrinent of the people that want to go up
and down Edgell Road. |I'’mnot sure that’s the best

| ong-range strategy. |It’s just com ng back to what ny
concern was at the beginning, which is we all know
Route 9 is the main problem And what does the State
Department of Transportation doing. You have fully
information, | know you're tal ki ng about this project,
but is there something happeni ng, because the way it

stands now, Route 9 is unbearable, and you all know
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that I think. So to put people at a di sadvant age
goi ng north and south on Edgell to solve a Route 9
probl em just seens backwar ds.

TRACY LENHART: Again, MassDOT is aware
of the issues on Route 9, and we will bring it up to
t hem agai n.

KATHY MCCARTHY: Hi, Kathy McCarthy,
Westgate Road in Fram ngham Anot her intersection on
Route 9 and Tenple and O d Wrcester that is a big
problem Lights should be coordinated but we in our
nei ghbor hood are hel d hostage by the |ights by
sonmeone’s good idea in the past. In any case, we al so
tal ked about up by the State College, and when that
was expanded to have a couple of |anes to go downtown,
go straight, or go north. And there wasn't enough
capacity in the right lane, so it backs up all the way
to Route 9, the exit off Route 9 eastbound to go to
the Col |l ege. Every day after school is the sane thing.
So | think the lights need to be coordi nated before
this — al so you need to kind of figure out as was
nmentioned in the past, the gridlock of people sitting

t here and whet her they can have a designated turn | ane
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ri ght when everybody is trying to go left. So if you
can, | understand you need a bike [ane and all that
stuff, but the problemis it’s a big problem com ng
out of there and going in there later in the evening.
We have an office in Sudbury on Route 20 and we go
down Central and conme up Central a | ot because we end
up going El mdown to where we are in Sudbury. And
it’s a probl em backup. Just |ike that other

i ntersection, people can’t nove forward because the
other lane is designated to the right. So I think if
you can study a little nore as was recommended here
bef ore was sonmehow nove it a little bit over so you
actually have the capacity of two | anes noving
forward. | w sh you luck, |I hope they are
coordinated, and it is a very bad intersection. |
apol ogi ze for being late, | was at another neeting,
but if you're going to close off part of that turn to
calmthe traffic, so to speak, coming forward, you
have to be careful that people are going to be cutting
in too far and creating their own problens. So thank
you very much for this. W hope for the best, but as

| say, sonetines soneone’s big ideas create another
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problem So | think the capacity of people noving
forward is definitively a question that needs to be
addressed. Thank you.

BRUCE HAM NS: Good evening, ny name is

Bruce Hamns, | live in Fram ngham | have a couple
of questions. | believe actually the traffic data you
have goes back to, the latest is 2015. |Is there any

later traffic data avail able? Traffic accident
avail able? 1t’s been about four years.
ERIN THOWSON: We don’t have it, but
we will be able to get it for Fram ngham
BRUCE HAM NS: There was a serious
accident there last springtine with a Police Oficer
i nvol ved. Second, when you' re | ooking at the plan,
the left turn, the Edgell Road sout hbound left-turn
lane, it’s only about 100 plus feet |ong, which would
be a storage capacity of five or six vehicles. But
the peak hour flow there is estinmated to be around 400
vehicles. So would it be safe to say that back up
| ane, that turn lane will back up to Edgell Road?
ERIN THOWSON:. It is possible during

certain periods.
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BRUCE HAM NS: The other thing is, your
traffic data from 2018 projected en years down the
road, which is 2028, and this project is scheduled to
start in 2022 with a two-year construction tinme,
that’s 2024. By the tine the roadway is built, it
will be outdated, and we’'re doing traffic projections
further down the road, another ten years, fifteen
years.

ERIN THOVWPSON: Once you get ten years
out, traffic projection gets a little squirrely,
because there’'s a | ot of devel opnent that may be
pl anned and then doesn't happen, so we’ ve done
confortabl e projections, but going beyond that, it
woul d be ...

BRUCE HAM NS: | think you want to | ook
nore, | ook longer. Are there sidewal ks on Central
Street now?

JOSH CONE- REDDY:  Yes.

BRUCE HAM NS: But you’ re proposing
si dewal ks on both sides. And then there’'s a sidewal k
on Edgel |l Road northbound on the right-hand side that

shows on your plans, | believe.
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BRUCE HAM NS: But that sidewal k
eventual ly just ends, there’s no connection to it.

Way have it?

JOSH CONE- REDDY: If’s actually part of

t he MassDOT requirenents that you have sidewal ks on
both sides. The intent is, yes it does just end at
the end of our project limts, but as Fram ngham
continues the work on Edgell Road in the future, this
way when they start work in the future they won’t have
to cone back to this area and install a sidewal k.
That sidewal k is there for themto connect to already.
That’s the intent of putting a sidewalk there. And it
is MassDOT requirenent to have sidewal ks on both sides
of the hi ghway.

BOB ANSPACH. Thank you very nuch, ny
nane i s Bob Anspach, A-N-S-P-A-C-H | ama resident of
Fram ngham al so. One of the things I'd like to add to
this dynamc, and it is all about the construction and
all the rest that’s going on, we’ve alluded to a
variety of things here. W all face traffic problens

t hroughout this City. There are right now
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approxi mately 1,000 nore apartnent units being built
in Fram ngham and they are cl ose by, and we all know
that. A lot of this is said, we’ve heard the prograns
that were presented to us was they’ve done studi es,

t hey’ ve done studies, they' ve got the traffic flow
down. You've got to be kidding ne. Because if you
ever go to the Beaver Street crossing, the Dennison
crossing and tried to get through that intersection at
any given tinme of the day, you're in big trouble,
you're in big trouble. And now there’s an apartnent
building there with 274 nore units going to be built.
Now that’s not adding to this problem here, but I

t hink what it does address is the human conditi on.
Nick alluded to it earlier today, he thinks 30 seconds
multiple times, we’re there for four cars, five cars,
nine cars. You sit on Route 9, you know what it’s

i ke, you know what that traffic is. You' re not just
talking nine cars, four cars. Wat happens is we all
are inpatient. That intersection there is an answer
to our inpatience. People com ng down Edgell Road
either north or south are not giving way to anybody

that wants to come out. There’s no conmon courtesy,
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there’s no understandi ng what the plight of that
person is sitting in that ninth car wanting to cone
by. W all want to rush through. Where Route 9 turns
off onto 126 down there by the bank and the narket,
you try to get onto Route 126 headi ng south at any
given tinme of the day, and everybody just shoots right
by you and doesn’t care about the human condition,

what you' re sitting in traffic facing. This has been
that problem N ck tal ked about being an aggressive
driver. You don’t want to be an aggressive driver on
that road. You don’'t want to be, because the people
are not going to concede that you need to get by. And
I think we alluded to just further down the road that
park there where the Town Common is, right over here,
when you want to cone out and want to take a left onto
Edgel | Road, there’s no courtesy. There’s no courtesy
t here, nobody involved with that. And even when you
want to take that right turn, people just drive right
up to you and want to just beg you to try to step into
traffic. So the thing is we ought to teach common
courtesy and we ought to get our lessons in driver’s

educati on again and put that back. Downtown
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Fram nghamis a right-turn only on Franklin Street.
How about if you pull up there and you're waiting the
third car, but the person in the first car wants to go
strai ght and you're wanting to make a right turn.
You're sitting there forever wondering what happened.
And if you want to | ook at Downt own Fram ngham

t hi nk, and sonebody can correct ne. Red arrow means
you cannot take a right turn on red. It’'s a sinple as
that, that’s why they have the red arrows, so they
don’t have to put up the signs that say no turn on
red. But how many of us have sat Downtown and had a
horn honki ng, sonebody honking their horn behind us,
because you’ ve stopped at a red arrow. That’'s around
here, Fram ngham and a couple of areas. |Irving Street
the same situation. The traffic people nmay tell ne
sonmething different, and | can conme correct. But the
face is here you' ve got the sane situation, the human
condition. This is an answer to the human condition.

If you ve got to stop at a red |ight for everyone el se
so that common courtesy of letting those people out of
Central Street can get their way, or the people com ng

onto Central Street can get their way, | think that’s
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the price we all have to pay for |osing courtesy.
Thank you

NI CK PAGANELLA: Bob, you’d better do
your shopping at 11:00 at night.

(Laught er)

MODERATOR LARRY CASH:  Are there any
further questions this evening? Questions or
comments? Also | would just like to remind you once
again that you can use the |last sheet of the handout
that’s a witten sheet that you can | eave with ne
tonight or with the consultant, and we can neke that
part of the transcript and al so you can mail that to
the Department within ten business days. Before we
close this hearing this evening, | would just like to
say we’'ll stay around and continue to talk a bout the
pl ans as long as you would like, if you have any other
personal questions. And thank you for attending this
eveni ng and providing this fabulous facility. And...
you have a conment, yes sir.

PETER PLESHAW M nane is Peter
Pl eshaw, P-L-E-S-HA-W |’m a Fram ngham resi dent and

a fornmer Police Oficer. I know this intersection
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well. Tonight | heard nmany, nany suggestions from you
people. | hope you were listening. | nean you need
to listen. People here in Fram ngham have gone
through this intersection many tinmes. | go through
this intersection many tines. The backup is there —
you can correct this. The problemis that you re going
by regul ations that seemto be in concrete. And
managenent positions, | believe in heavy guidelines in
concrete, but you should be working in putty. You
shoul d be able to nove it around as needed, and |

don’t see that here. | don’'t see you wanting to work
in putty. You say it’'s a safety problem it’s your
safety problem |'msure you ve got your nunbers, by
t he nunber of pedestrians that cross that

intersection, although I don’t think there s nmany
because it’s a dangerous intersection. And | don’t
think you'll even have nore once you correct it. |Is
believe it is totally a vehicle safety problem The
cars com ng from Sudbury, the cars com ng from what |
call the (Eagle Back) up there in the intersection of
Route 9 and Edgell Road is very difficult, and we have

many nore cars, many nore deal erships selling cars,
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many people driving in their car by thenselves. So
that’s creating the problem Al of ny comment is you
hel d this neeting, people cane here to give you their
comments. Sone of the abutters are very worried about
it. You need to go knock on their door and have a cup
of coffee with them and see what they say, especially
with the new houses that were built on Edgell Road.
Those were just built recently. They cost a |ot of
noney for people to nove in there. The historical
peopl e are very concerned, so you can’t just sit in
your offices in the Departnment of Transportation in
Bost on and consi der what’s going to happen in
Fram ngham You need to cone here, talk to people,
and | hope you listen. That's my comment and | w sh
you | uck.

JODY CONNELLY: Thank you. So I’ m Jody
Connelly. As | spoke with you at the beginning, prior
to the neeting starting, we are abutters, we live in
this historic district. Qur house is right there on
the map, the third house over down on the bottom W
al ready have bunper-to-bunper traffic without a |ight

in front of our house. | have waited as nuch as three
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m nutes just to get out of Warren Place to take a
right onto Edgell. You are going to create a backup
between Route 9 and that light that we won’'t be able
to get out of our road. W have a problemw th buses
wi th our daughter getting on the school bus in the
nor ni ng, where the backup and people wanting to cone
through, it’s only going to get worse if people are
stopped at a light and having to wait for buses. |
al so think there’s so nuch traffic going through
Edgel | Road with firefighters and anbul ances, and how
is that going to be inpacted? As the nother of a
firefighter, it’s going to create a problemthere too.
You just, the backup in that one section between Route
9 and this light is going to be constant, constant
stopped traffic in front of our house that we’ re not
going to be able to get out of. So | appreciate what
the | ast gentleman just said, and you should talk to
all of use, because it’s already bad enough, you're
going to make it worse.

TRACY LENHART: Thank you, | think we
can work with the City and set up a neeting with

abutters and nmeet with you all individually to hear

Arlington Reporting Conpany
(339)674-9100



62

your concerns. | believe, I'll talk with Erin, but I
think we have fire in this, so when the fire truck
comes through the light will turn green in the
direction you re comng from

MODERATOR LARRY CASH. Yes, the
duration to get to the advertising of the project,
that’s where the project is progranmed. The work
itself, once they actually get going won't take that
long, but that’s just the length of the contract.

Any other coments at this tine? kay,
we can close the hearing at this tinme. And once
again, thank you for the facility and the tinme is 7:51
PM

(Wher eupon, the hearing was cl osed at

7:51 PM)
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