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AGENDA

• Planning Foundations:
– Master Plan
– ‘Villages’ Plan Overview

• Status of Action Plan 
Elements

• Other Initiatives
• Next Steps
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MASTER PLAN OVERVIEW
• Completed in 2014

• Comprehensive City-wide 
Land Use Policies and 
Recommendations 

• Clear Vision for targeted 
growth and neighborhood 
preservation.

• Specific 
recommendations for 
Saxonville



• Implements Master Plan (updated in 2014)

• EDIC-funded planning study of two Neighborhood Commercial 
Centers – Nobscot & Saxonville

• Address three basic questions:
– What should it be?

– What should it look like?

– How do we get there?

• Work plan elements:

– Market research
– Space planning & analysis
– One Expert panel & site tour
– Three (3) community meetings

‘VILLAGES’ PROJECT OVERVIEW



Saxonville is a vital & historic walking village that 
is a small business center and serves the 

surrounding residential neighborhoods with 
community, service, and recreational amenities 

that reinforce livability and quality of life.

COMMUNITY VISION



• Transformation of 
Underperforming 
Properties

• Alignment of Uses and 
Services

• Connection to 
Recreational Resources

• Aggressive Expansion of 
Walkability

GOALS





ACTION PLAN ELEMENTS
• Placemaking & 

intersection 
Improvements

• Preserve Historic 
Assets

• Village District zoning

• Redevelop Key 
Parcels 

• Connect regional 
assets



Placemaking



INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS



McGrath Square Improvements



ACTION PLAN ELEMENTS
• Placemaking & 

intersection 
Improvements

• Preserve Historic 
Assets

• Village District zoning

• Redevelop Key 
Parcels 

• Connect regional 
assets



Historic District Designation



ACTION PLAN ELEMENTS
• Placemaking & 

intersection 
Improvements

• Preserve Historic 
Assets

• Village District zoning

• Redevelop Key Parcels 

• Connect regional 
assets



Village District Zoning



ACTION PLAN ELEMENTS
• Placemaking & 

intersection 
Improvements

• Preserve Historic 
Assets

• Village District zoning

• Redevelop Key Parcels 

• Connect regional 
assets







Public Assets in Saxonville



ACTION PLAN ELEMENTS
• Placemaking & 

intersection 
Improvements

• Preserve Historic Assets

• Village District zoning

• Redevelop Key Parcels 

• Connect regional 
assets



Trails & Connectivity

• Trails are a defining neighborhood 
amenity

• Town and stakeholders – convert rail 
beds aqueducts into recreational trails

• Connect the Carol Getchell Trail to the 
Cochituate Rail Trail

CGT

CRT



Other initiatives
Economic Development
• working with new 

businesses
• networking events
• promotion through 

ChooseFramingham
• Working with Mill owner 

on permitting issues

Historic Preservation
• educational outreach 

through tours during “open 
studios” weekends



NEXT STEPS
• Establish Historic District

• Develop Design Guidelines and zoning supporting 
neighborhood consensus

• Undertake and Urban Design and Parking Study to 
identify paths to redevelopment of key parcels

• Finalize the McGrath Square Design

• Strategic parcel redevelopment



CONTACT

Share feedback by email, to 
villages@framinghamma.gov

Follow progress: 
www.framinghamma.gov/villages

mailto:villages@framinghamma.gov
http://www.framinghamma.gov/villages
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