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Cultural District
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ASSETS
• Arts & Cultural Institutions
• Educational Institutions
• Historic Architecture
• Open Space 
• Businesses
• Access



ASSETS:  Arts and Culture

Heineman Center- FSU

Danforth Art Museum History Center Summer Concerts on the Common

Earth Day



ASSETS:  Educational/Religious

First Baptist Church Plymouth Church

St. Bridget’s Church & School

First Parish Church

Framingham State University



ASSETS:  Historic Architecture



ASSETS:  Open Space

Historic Centre Common

Sudbury River

Edgell Grove Cemetery



ASSETS:  Businesses

Just a sampling…



The Vision

To establish the Framingham Centre Common 
Cultural District as a cultural, economic, and social 
hub of MetroWest by promoting the history of the 

Centre Common and the surrounding art and 
history museums, educational institutions, churches, 

and businesses. 



GOALS

The goals of designating the Framingham Centre 
Common Cultural District include…
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GOALS: 1
• Increase Visitors



GOALS: 2
• Celebrate History, Art, and Natural Resources
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GOALS:  3
• Help businesses & non-profits thrive



GOALS:  4

• Foster pride of place



ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
• Government
• Educational Institutions
• Museums and Cultural Institutions 
• Religious Institutions
• The Business Community



WORK TO DATE

July 2010-
Governor 
Patrick signs
Cultural 
Districts law

February 2012 –
Initial meetings 
with Danforth, 
History Center & 
FSU

February 2016 –
Rep. Chris Walsh 
convenes a new 
group to 
investigate and 
pursue

November 2016 -
Steve Levinsky of 
Natick Center 
Associates meets 
with us to talk 
about their 
cultural district.

June 2017 -
paused process 
while Danforth 
management was 
being transferred to 
FSU – resumed in 
October

April 2018 –
Mission, Goals 
and Objectives 
drafted, 
management plan 
underway

Fall 2018 –
public roll-out, 
City Council 
endorsement

August 2018 –
501(c)3 formed, 
organizing 
committee adopts 
bylaws

• Application
• Management 

Plan
• Staffing
• Implementation



STATE DESIGNATION
What is a Cultural District?

A cultural district is a specific geographical area in a city or town that has a concentration of 
cultural facilities, activities, and assets. It is a walkable, compact area that is easily identifiable to 
visitors and residents and serves as a center of cultural, artistic and economic activity

Key Criteria
• Are you a city or town of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts?
• Does your district have well defined boundaries and is it walkable?
• Does you have a concentration of cultural facilities, activities, and assets?
• Is there a partnership in place that will provide oversight for and management of the district?

Requirements:
• Hold a public hearing with adequate notice and publicity regarding the proposed district?
• Have the city pass a resolution making a commitment to establishing a state-designated cultural 

district?

Learn more: www.massculturalcouncil.org/applications/culturaldistrictsapp.asp



NEXT STEPS
Business Breakfast September 26, 2018

Community Meeting October 3, 2018

Pass Resolution October 2018

Submit application to Mass Cultural 
Council

December 2018

Designation Winter 2019

Management/Implementation Future



Ways You Can Get Involved

• Join our mailing list – stay informed
• Shop Local
• Attend events
• Join the organizations
• Donate

And…
• Tell your friends!



THANK YOU
Connect:
www.framinghamma.gov/culturaldistrict

eoj@framinghamma.gov
dpetke@framingham.edu

Sign in today or email us to get on our 
mailing list and stay informed.


