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FAQ’S
What is the Middlesex County Veterans Treatment Court?
The Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) is a voluntary 12 to 24 month, five phase court-based program intended to serve veterans who are criminal court involved and struggling with addiction, mental health issues and/or other co-occurring disorders. In the District Court it operates within a post-plea model and involves ongoing judicial and probation supervision with input from a multidisciplinary team of professionals led by a judge. 

What are the advantages of Veterans Treatment Court?

· The VTC provides the veteran with the opportunity to participate in a long-term, judicially-supervised, intensive treatment program as an alternative to incarceration.
· Probation and other members of the VTC team will closely monitor the participant’s behavior through intensive community supervision and frequent, random drug and alcohol testing.
· Participants will have access to a comprehensive treatment plan and help facilitating linkages to a multitude of services through the VA system and/or community-based providers if applicable. Such services include mental health, substance use treatment, housing, vocational, and educational resources, assistance with addressing physical health needs, family support services, military discharge upgrade, etc.

· Each participant will be linked to a veteran peer mentor who will serve as an ally who will encourage, guide, and support the veteran participant as he or she progresses through the court process, and reinforce the fact that the veteran is not alone.
· The program provides the opportunity for participants to live a sober and stable life, participate in a structured environment, collaborate with a team of providers who take a strengths-based approach to treatment and rehabilitation, the chance to break the cycle of offending behavior or addiction while helping participants to reintegrate back into their community.
What are the eligibility requirements?
Eligibility is evaluated by the Veterans Treatment Court Team on a case-by-case basis. To qualify for the VTC: 
· The veteran can be from any branch of service and with any discharge status.
· The veteran must be a Massachusetts resident and the underlying criminal offense that brings the veteran to the VTC must have occurred within Middlesex County.
· The underlying criminal offense can be a misdemeanor or felony, however, the charge (initial or reduced) must be within the jurisdiction of the District Court, the disposition to the VTC must be with the agreement of the District Attorney (if decided pretrial and if the original charges involve a minimum mandatory sentence), and must be one where the participant would be subject to a term of probation of at least 18 months.
· Even though the VTC is a court-ordered program, all participants must be willing to enter the program voluntarily and agree to participate in any and all recommendations of the court team.
Are there exclusionary criteria?

A veteran may not qualify if:

· He or she is a registered sex offender or the current charge is a sex offense.
· The individual has a history of fire setting or the current charge is arson.
· There is a lengthy history of violence.
· The court is unable to adequately supervise the veteran based upon his or her location of residence in relation to the courthouse, treatment services, etc. 
· The veteran's case is eligible to be processed under the Valor Act (G. L. c. 276A, secs. 10 and 11).
· Motor Vehicle cases generally will preclude a veteran from enrollment in VTC.
· In certain cases, a victim must also support the veteran’s participation in the Veterans Treatment Court.
*If a veteran does not qualify for the Veterans Treatment Court, team members will still provide referrals to VA and/or other community-based benefits and services.

How often does a participant have to appear in court? 

Participants will be required to appear before the Court on a regular basis. The VTC session will be held on Mondays at 2 pm at the Framingham District Court. If there is a holiday that falls on a Monday, VTC will resume the following week. 
In Phase I and II, participants will be required to appear in court weekly. In Phase III, participants must appear at least bi-weekly and in Phase IV, once every three weeks. During Phase V, which is the final phase, participants will only appear once per month.

Who is on the Veterans Treatment Court team? 
The VTC team consists of the judge, defense attorney, prosecutor, probation officer, VJO (Veterans Justice Outreach) coordinator, specialty court clinician, mentor coordinator, and mentors.
How is confidentiality protected? 
All client treatment records are protected by federal and state laws regarding confidentiality. We cannot release written or verbal information without a participant’s written signed consent.  There may be additional emergency or legal circumstances that may require the release of information such as:
· The client commits or threatens to commit a crime.
· The client is suspected of child abuse or elder abuse.
· The client is threatening suicide or homicide.
· The disclosure is allowed by a court order or for an audit.
· The disclosure is made to medical personnel in a medical emergency.
Who may make referrals to Veterans Treatment Court?

Referrals may come from a number of sources, including the Probation Department, the sentencing judge, defendant’s counsel, the District Attorney’s Office, police departments, court clinics, etc. 

If you would like to have a defendant evaluated to determine eligibility for admission into VTC or for additional questions, please call Probation Officer Brian Torpey at 508-875-7461 ext. 1307. You may leave a confidential voicemail and a Veterans Treatment Court Team Member will return your call. You may also email the Veterans Treatment Court Probation Officer, Brian Torpey, at brian.torpey@jud.state.ma.us or DLMAveteranstreatmentcourt@mhm-services.com
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