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Yard Waste & Brush 

Disposal Guidelines: Curbside Collection
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What is yard waste & brush?

[image: image3.wmf]Yard waste is defined as leaves, grass, and non-woody organic garden waste only.  Yard waste does not include sod, dirt, sand, gravel, or rocks.  Brush is wood waste from bushes and trees that is less than four inches in diameter, and no greater than 4 feet in length.  

How should I dispose of yard waste & brush?

[image: image4.wmf]The Solid Waste Division conducts annual curbside collection of yard waste and brush during the spring and fall.  All curbside yard waste and brush collections take place only on the weeks designated and only on your regular trash collection day for that week.  A separate collection vehicle is dispatched to collect only yard waste and brush during the following designated collection weeks: 
[image: image5.png]



Preparing your yard waste and brush for curbside pickup:

Only yard waste contained in approved, specially designed biodegradable leaf bags or in covered 35-gallon plastic or metal barrels clearly marked “YARD WASTE” will be collected.  No barrel or biodegradable leaf bag may weigh more than 40 pounds.   Brush must be tied and bundled in lengths less than four feet and weigh 40 pounds or less.  Any yard waste or brush not conforming to these guidelines will not be collected and will be left at the curb.  Yard waste in plastic bags will not be collected.
[image: image6.wmf]Where can specially designed biodegradable leaf bags be purchased?

Specially designed biodegradable leaf bags are available for purchase at a variety of retail establishments in Framingham; they are usually available at hardware stores such as:

· Robinson’s Ace Hardware Store
· 1 Nicholas Rd - Pinefield Shopping Center

            Framingham, Ma 01701

· Monnick Supply
· 759 Waverly St
           Framingham, Ma 01702

Questions?  Need more information?  Contact the Solid Waste Division at 
508-532-6001. 

Disposal Guidelines: Drop-off Locations
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Where can I drop off yard waste?

Yard waste, including leaves, grass, garden wastes, and brush, may be dropped off at the Town’s Yard Waste Drop-Off Area, located on Dudley Road and open seasonally on Fridays and Saturdays 8:00am to 3:00pm and on Sundays 11:00am to 3:00pm.  Contact the Solid Waste Division at 508-532-6001 for annual opening and closing dates. In order to use the Yard Waste Drop-Off Area or the Resource Recovery Center (RRC), residents must display a current RRC sticker on their vehicle, available for $10 at the RRC and valid through the calendar year.  

Preparing your yard waste for drop off:

Leaves and grass dropped off at either the RRC or the Composting Site must be either loose or in an approved, specially designed biodegradable leaf bag.  You may transport your leaves and grass in trash barrels, plastic bags, or other containers of your choice, but these containers must be emptied at the site and brought home with you.  Plastic bags cannot be left at the site as they are not biodegradable.  Brush should be cut into lengths of less than four feet, or as small as necessary to fit into your vehicle.  When you arrive at the site, please see an attendant to be directed to the appropriate location to deposit your materials.

Can I also take my kitchen scraps to the Town Composting Site?  Only yard waste, leaves, grass, and brush are accepted at the Town Yard Waste Drop-Off Area.  Household food waste is not accepted.  If you are interested in composting food waste at home, consider constructing or purchasing a home composting bin.  Compost bins are available at the RRC for $30 (a 70% discount over retail prices!).   Information on how to create and maintain your own compost pile is also available from the Sanitation Division. 
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Did you know?


The leaves, grass, brush, and other yard waste collected from Framingham residents is composted both on site and at other composting facilities. Finished compost is given back to the residents free of charge and may be picked up at the Yard Waste Drop off area located on Dudley Rd.  The resulting material, known as humus, is a very good source of nutrients for plants.  Composting leaves, garden wastes, grass clippings, and scraps from your kitchen in your back yard allows you to create this nutrient-rich soil for use in your own garden!











Yard Waste Drop-Off Area
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Resource Recovery Center
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Did you know?


Massachusetts law prohibits the disposal of leaves and yard waste as trash.  As a result, yard waste and brush are collected separately in Framingham, and composted, or hauled off site for composting.  Containers holding material for composting must either be reusable and emptied at the collection point, or biodegradable.  Plastic bags and other non-biodegradable bags contaminate the compost that is made from our yard waste and brush.
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